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KASHMIR  ALL SET TO BE A 
POLYTHENE FREE ZONE
Mehmooda Bashir

Srinagar Municipal Corporation 
(SMC) is planning to organize 
a clear polythene drive in and 

around Srinagar within one month. In 
half a page long advertisement pub-
lished in one of the local dailies, SMC 
has asked people to refrain from using 
polythene and also announced seri-
ous action against those found using or 
trading polythene. However, it has also 
announced reward for any individual, 
organization or institution, which will 
collect one ton of polythene and hand it 
over to SMC. “A medal, a shawl and a 
certi�cate will be awarded to the person/
organization /institution by Municipal 
Corporation”, disclosed Farooq Renzu, 
Municipal Commissioner, while talk-
ing to MERC TIMES. Appealing to 
the polythene traders and dealers, Renzu 
said, “Kashmiris have sacri�ced Shah-
toos industries for the sake of some ani-
mals. Likewise, we have sacri�ced fur 

industries for cats and rendered about 
two lakh people unemployed. We appeal 
polythene manufactures /dealers to close 
their establishments for the sake 
of Kashmiris”. He also insisted 
upon student to play their role 
in this mission of polythene 
free Kashmir  

Meanwhile, acting in 
the same direction Jammu 
and Kashmir State Pol-
lution Control Board 
(SPCB) through 
a d v e r t i s e-
ments in local 
newspapers is 
spreading aware-
ness among the com-
mon mass about deleteri-
ous e�ects of polythene, and 
bene�ts of using bio-degradable 
carry bags. SPCB also organized a 
workshop at SKICC wherein people 
were informed about various harmful 
e�ects of using polythene and bene�ts 

of the bio-degradable material.
Moving a step further, Jammu and 

Kashmir Horticulture Department 
has procured 10,000 biodegradable 
bags which were imported by Agro 
industries Development Corporation 
from an Italian �rm. �e Horticulture 
D e p a r t - ment uses loads of 

polythene bags to 
raise as well as sell 
plants. “�eses bags 

are composed of Or-
ganic compound de-

rived from the starch of 
potatoes and corn. �e soil 

fertility will not be a�ected on 
decomposition of these bags”, said 

Sonali Kumar, Principle Secretary 
Agriculture Production Department 

after handing over these bags to the de-
partment at a function. 

Reportedly, Kashmir Traders and 
Manufacturer’s Federation (KTMF), 
in a decision announced that they 
would avoid the use of 125 and 250 

gram capacity polythene carry bags. 
�ese two capacities form hefty quan-
tity of polythene waste.

Green Dream, a team of young 
boys and girls is active in bringing 
awareness among people about various 
environmental hazards resulting from 
polythene usage. Talking to MERC 
TIMES, one of the founding mem-
bers of the team, Khurram Wani said, 
“It is very wonderful if polythene is 
banned, we will get a chance to revive 
our recyclable paper industry, willow 
basket industries and cloth bags”. Ban 
on polythene would be bene�cial to the 
valley and its people in more ways than 
one. “It will help us in improving our 
economy, besides creating eco-friendly 
environment”, he added 

Pertinent to mention that as per 
SRO 182, polythene is a banned item. 
However, under the law like this, what 
would be the quantum of punishment 
for a person found using or trading poly-
thene, remains a moot point.
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